
Here’s What I Think!  

This article covers different Adobe Photoshop/Lightroomprocedures and 
techniques.  The views expressed in this article are those of the author and 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Redlands Camera Club. 

By John Williams 

Need help?  If you have any questions about processing an image using Adobe Lightroom or 

Photoshop, email me at jhwr@earthlink.net (for RCC members only) and I will try to assist you. 

Nik Collection Update: 

 In June 2019, DxO announced a major upgrade for the popular Nik plug-in suite. Named theNik Collection 2, the 
additions include 42 new presets, a bundle version of DxOPhotoLab 2.3 Raw format processor and more. 

 A summary of the additions and improvements: 

1. DxOPhotoLab 2.3 ESSENTIAL Edition, which comes with the Nik Collection 2 by DxO, you can apply U Point 
exclusive local adjustment technology to your RAW files. 

2. The 42 new presets augment the already powerful original set of 156 presets.  Color Efex Pro plug-in has 10 new 
recipes, Silver Efex Pro gets 10 new presets, there are 12 more presets for HDR Efex Pro and 10 new tool 
combinations for Analog Efex. 

3. No Adobe software program required (you can use DxOPhotoLab 2.3 Essential Edition as a standalone RAW 
converter app). 

4. The Nik Collection 2 by DxO is now compatible with Windows HiDPI monitors in addition to Mac OS versions and 
now displays images in maximum native resolution. 

5. Create Enchanting Landscapes:  With Graduated Fog from Color Efex Pro, you can add a surreal atmosphere to 
your photos taken at dawn. 

6. Glamorous Portraits:  You can use Dynamic Skin Softener in Color Efex Pro. 

 You can go to https://nikcollection.dxo.com/ to obtain the new update. 

PHOTOSHOP TIPS: 

Photoshop shortcut keys to memorize: 

1. When you paste a layer or selection into a Photoshop image – if it is larger than the current image, you will need to 
resize and see the Free Transform sizing handles.  Press Ctrl+T (Free Transform) and Ctrl +0 to resize the image to 
see the sizing handles. 

2. Sometimes you will want to flatten the layers in an image to sharpen the result but you don’t want to get rid of the 
layers either. Select the layers you want to merge and then depress the Ctrl+Alt+Shift+E keys (Command + Option + 
Shift +E on the Mac).  This creates a new layer containing the merged content but leaves the layers intact. 

3. Fill a layer with the Foreground/Background color:  To fill an empty layer (depress the Create new layer icon at 
bottom of the Layers Panel) with the current Foreground color, depress the Alt+Delete keys (or Alt+Backspace 
keys).  To fill an empty layer with the current Background color, depress the Ctrl+Delete keys (or the Ctrl+Backspace 
keys). 

4. Sample a Color from the image:  First select the Brush Tool (B).  Instead of clicking the Eyedropper tool, depress the 
Alt key and click on a color to change the  Foreground Color swatch to the selected color.  Release the Alt key to 
return to the Brush Tool. 

5. Moving a selection:  To move a selection (for example, Rectangular Marquee Tool) while you are still drawing it, 
press and hold the Spacebar key. Continue to holding the Spacebar key while you move the selection and let go of 
the Spacebar key when the selection is in the correct place. 
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6. Adjusting the Brush size:  When using a Brush or Eraser, you can resize the brush up or down using the left or 
right bracket keys {[]} keys on the keyboard.  To launch the Resizing HUD (Heads-Up Display) to visually see your 
resizing (see figure below), hold down theCtrl+Alt keys and drag your cursorleft/right to decrease/ increase brush 
size and drag your cursor up/down to decrease/ increase brush hardness. 

 

To adjust the Opacity, adjust the Opacity slider in the Brush Tool Options bar. 

 

7. Scrubby sliders:  Not technically a keystroke but a “must know” tool are 
scrubby sliders (a hand with small arrows pointing to the left and right).  Most 
options in different dialogs can be adjusted using a slider you can adjusted 
using a scrubby slider.  When you hold down your mouse over a slider name, 
a Scrubby Slider icon will appear.  Drag left or right to change the slider value. 

8. Zoom In/Out quickly:  To Zoom In, depress the Ctrl plus the plus keys.  To 
Zoom Out, depress the Ctrl plus the minus keys.  You can also select the Zoom Tool (shortcut Z) and in the Zoom 
Tool options bar depress either the plus or minus icons to zoom in or out.  Click on an area to zoom in/out. 

 

9. Finally, not so much a keyboard shortcut as something that can give you lots of frustration – pressing the Caps Lock 
key switches the Brush cursor into precise mode.  The precise mode is a small crosshair cursor and hides the actual 
brush size (round circle).  To return to the standard brush tip (circle), press the Caps Lock key again to turn it off.  
The precise mode is used when you want to do detailed, up-close work on an image.  Tools that have precise cursor 
capabilities include the Brush Tool, Eyedropper Tool, Healing Brush Tool, Patch Tool, Red Eye, Rubber Stamp Tool, 
and Dodge/Burn/ Sponge Tools. 

LIGHTROOM TIPS: 

Lightroom Shortcuts you should memorize to speed up your workflow: 

1. To reset any slider to its default setting, double-click on the slider’s nub or its name. 

2. To reset all your Adjustment Brush sliders back to zero, double-click directly on the word “Effects” near the top left 
of the panel. 

3. To make your thumbnails in the Library Module larger, press the Plus key (+). To make the thumbnails smaller press 
the minus key (–). 

4. To hide/show all panels, pressShif+Tab keys. To enter Full-Screen mode, press the letter Fkey on your keyboard. 

5. To Auto set your White Balance, double-click on the word Temp, then double-click on the word Tint. 

6. To show/hide the Library Search Bar, press the Backslash Key (\). 

7. To see just one panel at a time (instead of constantly scrolling through a list of panels), right-click any panel title bar 
and in the popup menu panel choose Solo Mode. 



8. To zoom in, depress the Z key. 

9. To see a before/after view, depress the backslash key (\). 

10. To see a side-by-side before/after viewof your edited image, press the letter Ykey on your keyboard.  Press the Y 
key again to remove the side-by-side view. 

11. Show/hide the Toolbar, depress the T key. 

12. To get Lightroom help, depress the F1 key and your browser will open the Lightroom Classic Learn & Support page. 

13. To Undo a step, depress the Ctrl+Z keys.  To redo a step, depress theCtrl+Y keys. 

14. To add to a Target Collection, depress the B key. 

15. To show clipping, depress the J key.  

16. To see the Adjustment Brush/Graduated Filter/Radial Filter Overlay, depress the O key. 

17. To edit your Lightroom photo in Adobe Photoshop, depress the Ctrl+E keys. 

18. If you hold down the Ctrl key, you can select/deselect multiple images in the Filmstrip that are not necessarily 
consecutive.  Holding down the Shift key will select multiple photos in the Filmstrip that are consecutive. 

 


