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      January 2023
                    Photogram Editor – Debra Dorothy

               Deadline for entries is the 25th of every month

Redlands Camera Club meets: 1st (Held in person) & 3rd (Held via Zoom)

Mondays  7:00 pm 
Check http://www.redlandscameraclub.com for Zoom meetings

             Guests are always welcome                                                 

ColorMunki – Have your photos submitted for QuickPix, Members’ Night, or competitions not looked the
way you expected? The problem is probably a difference in how your computer and the club projector
display  colors  and brightness.  You  can  fix  this  by  calibrating  your  computer  the  same way  our  club
calibrates our projector – with the ColorMunki. Set up is simple and the calibration process only takes a few
minutes. Contact Carl Detrow at csdetrow@verizon.net  to reserve the ColorMunki.

Want to learn more about your hobby?
Click the link below to go to B&H Learning Video Site:

 Click HERE

http://www.redlandscameraclub.com/
../../../../../../www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/videos
mailto:csdetrow@verizon.net


President’s Message – Russell Trozera

Happy New Year to Everyone!
The new year brings in new resolutions. Many people make a resolution, not to
make resolutions for the new year. My new year resolution is to put my camera
gear to use and take some more awesome photos. 

This is accomplished by standing in awesome places. I resolve to, each month, create new photos. 
We don’t have to spend lots of money to take awesome pictures. It is nice if you have the money to
go to these awesome places. Some of the awesome places are right in your own back yard or on
your table top. 
Try photographing with a specific purpose in mind. Do a photo walk with only one lens. Try not to
take yourself too seriously and have fun shooting. Have a great time in photographing in 2023.
 Beware of your soundings and stay safe.
Russ Trozera

Photo by Wayne Purcell
(Action)
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Vice President  – Bruce Herwig

Monday, January 2 @ 7pm

No Meeting

Wishing you and yours a very Happy New Year!  Due to this being a
National Holiday, the Redlands Camera Club is not meeting. Our next
meeting will  be  by  Zoom on Monday,  January  16 @ 7  pm.  We look
forward to seeing you all online!

Monday, January 16 @ 7pm
Zoom Only Meeting – Carl Detrow

We will be looking at several “Year in pictures” lists from 2002. The goal is to get inspired 
for a new year of “upping our game” with the photos we take and the phots we make.

You will also have the opportunity to share some of your favorite photos from 2022. Have
them on your screen we’ll let you share over Zoom.

Carl Detrow will be MCing our discussion. 
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Competition Chair  Carl Detrow–

Spring 2023 Competition

Happy New Year to all as we enter another year of successful shooting. 

Our next competition will be our Spring 2023 competition. A few important dates:

 Entries accepted from 11 PM February 20, 2023, through 11 PM March 8,
2023.

 Private judging will be recorded on or about March 13.
 Competition will be shown at the Zoom meeting on March 20.
 Awards will be presented at the April 3 in-person meeting. 

Cost is still $10 for 1 or 2 entries, payable through PayPal during the submission process. See the
web site for information on classes of entry, categories, and technical requirements. 

March 20 is the Vernal Equinox this year, so a springtime Category X is appropriate. The equinox
heralds the coming of spring for many who see it as a time of renewal, rebirth, and new life. Several
of our members submitted suggestions for this special category, and “Renewal” has won out. Use
your imagination and creative skills to produce an image that reflects our Category X for the Spring
competition, “Renewal.” There are no special requirements other than to submit your best work.

NOTE: If you won a ribbon in the Winter 2022 but were unable to be present to receive it, we will be
mailing them out soon. Thanks for your patience. 

Carl Detrow

                                                                                                  Photo 
by 

Russell Trozera                                                                 
(Action)
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Mike Livingston, Publicity Chair

Good Glass
When I  was young and focused on providing for  my family,  visits  to  see my parents  grew less
frequent,  but  I  valued  them  dearly.  Sitting  with  Dad  at  the  kitchen  table,  his  interest  in  the
conversation was invariably interrupted by a flutter beyond the window. A hummingbird, dressed as if
for a high-society gala, paused on the feeder. I saw him perk up as if a tweak of energy wound his
biological clock just a little more. 

Several types of bird feeders decorated Dad’s yard, some containing nectar, others containing thistle
or other seed. I remember feeling pleased that he was taking such delight in what I’d seen as a hobby
for older people.

When Dad died, I collected his bird feeders and distributed them around my yard. I bought some seed
and mixed some nectar. Then I sat with a cup of coffee on the patio and watched as little brown birds
with black and white flecks came in growing numbers to the one feeder, while other brown birds with
red or orange or golden chests clung to the thistle socks. I quickly came to enjoy the chatter they
brought, and chuckled to see the hummingbirds perform aerial combat to claim full possession of the
nectar feeder.

The following  summer,  a beautifully  colored bird lit  atop a
branch in a tree in the next yard over. It was very vocal, but
didn’t seem interested in the feeders. I became more curious
and Googled a description:  yellow body and black head.  I
found that  this  was a hooded oriole and they seem to be
seasonal  in  my  area.  I  learned  that  they  like  palm  trees,
which  explained  why  this  one  might  have  chosen  my
neighborhood. I found an online site that had recordings of
the calls/songs made by this bird, and further discovered that
sometimes when I  played the recording on my phone,  the
bird would appear nearby.

Hooded  Oriole.  Photo  courtesy
ebird.org. © Fred Roberts.

In time I noticed what appeared to be slight differences in the birds at the feeders. They weren’t just a
collection of brown birds. Some clusters appeared larger than others. And their colorations differed
ever so slightly from where I was viewing them. Were they different?

I grabbed my camera and mounted a long lens. Indeed, three groups of birds at the feeder appeared
to be distinctly different. I watched them for a while like this until my arm became tired holding my
heavy equipment.

I needed a way to view the birds close up with less muscle strain. I needed binoculars.

I had a pair of binoculars. They were big and black and weighed almost as much as my camera.
Ideally, I wanted a pair that I could keep in hand for longer periods of time, something fairly compact,
but sharp, reasonably powerful, and well made. Thus began the research.

Now I’m no expert on binoculars, and I don’t plan to get into the technical weeds. Instead, I want to
share a similar axiom to what photographers hear all the time: good glass.

As with camera lenses, you can find binoculars from $15 to the price of a new car. And like camera
lenses, not everyone really needs a 1200mm. So similarly, we consider what we want to do with a
pair of binoculars and then check the budget. That said, it’s wise to get the best we can afford for our
expected use.
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I found a pair of binoculars meeting my specs and discounted to where they were within my budget. 

I took my new binoculars to the backyard along with my previous pair. The new ones were obviously
lighter and less bulky. But I  also found drastic differences in the view looking through each. The
previous pair was fuzzy around the frame of the image and it seemed more difficult focusing them.
The new binoculars were shockingly crisp by comparison. And then it struck me: good glass. 

I’m a retired empty-nester now with less frequent visits from
the kids. But I have a diversion with a backyard of sundry bird
feeders.  And now with my new binoculars,  I’m able to see
sharp detail in the birds. I’ve learned that here in the fall of the
Inland Empire I have more than just a bunch of brown birds.
I’ve  learned  that  among  that  previously  non-descript
collection, I have Scaly-breasted Munia. I hadn’t even heard
of  that  bird  before.  Who  knows,  maybe  I’ll  take  up
photographing them. 

Scaly-breasted  Munia.  
Photo courtesy ebird.org. © Supriya
Kulkarni. 

Photo’s
by 

Wayne Purcell
(Action)
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Here’s What I Think! 
This article covers different Adobe Photoshop/Lightroom tips, tricks and
techniques.  The views expressed in this article are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of Redlands Camera Club.

By John Williams
Need help?  If you have any questions about processing an image using Adobe Lightroom
or Photoshop, email me at jhwr@earthlink.net (for RCC members only) and I will try to
assist you.

LIGHTROOM TIPS
Lightroom v12 - Oct 2022 release:  Each year at Adobe Max, Adobe releases all new updates for their apps.
This article covers the important updates.
 When you first open the updated program, you will be presented with the following window:  

The latest version (v12) will not run unless you update your catalog.  If you can’t update your catalog,
call Adobe technical support.

 Content-Aware tool has been added.  This tool behaves similar to how it would in Photoshop, but you
only get a brush tool to select objects to erase, so there’s no lasso or patch tool.  To launch the tool, click
on the Healing tool (Band-Aid logo – red circle below).  Then click on the Content-Aware Remove tool
(red arrow below).

If you have a large area to remove, then paint over the area.  If using the Brush, hover over the area you
want to remove and just click once.   The size of the brush can be adjusted using the Size slider, the Left
or Right Bracket ([ ]) keys, or the mouse scroll wheel.  Note 100% Opacity will remove the entire object.
To remove the icon on the removed object, just click on the Healing Tool (Band-Aid logo – red circle in
figure above) or the three-line icon (red box in figure above). This tool has problems with items near the
edge, but otherwise it works well.  It should be your go to tool for removing objects, even camera sensor
spots.  In the toolbar along the bottom of the Preview area(see figure below), select Auto for the Tool
Overlay, then the icons on the Preview area will disappear when you move your mouse off the Photo.

 New Mask Tools:  You can now automatically select people, objects, and backgrounds in your image
and make adjustments to the selection.   This time last year, Adobe introduced re-envisioned selective
adjustment tools, including Select Sky and Select Subject. Today, Adobe builds upon these tools with all-
new  Select  People,  Select  Objects,  and  Select  Background.  Powered  by  Adobe  Sensei,  Adobe's  AI
technology, retouching portraits is much easier with the new Select People. The software can detect and
generate high-quality masks for individuals or groups in any portraits and can select specific body parts,
such as face skin, body skin, eyes, teeth, lips, hair and more.
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 Select Objects is 'now the quickest and most flexible way to mask objects in Lightroom,'  says
Adobe.  You paint  over  the  desired  object  with  Brush Select (#1  in  figure  below)  or  drawing a
rectangle  lasso  around  the  object  with  Rectangle  Select  (#2  in  figure  below).  The  AI  will  then
automatically refine the edges to create a precise mask.  The new Select Background option makes it
easier to choose the background of an image. Before, you could use Select Subject and then invert the
mask. Now you can achieve the same result in one less step.

 Background Masking:  This feature will be hit or miss depending on the subjects.  If you have a
woman in the photo with lots of hair it probably will not do a good selection.  You will want to edit in
Photoshop where you can refine the mask.

 People Masking:

 When people are in the photo new icons appear under the People section; small  circles with each
detected person in the picture (see left figure below).  Click a People circle to select a person.  Use
Add People (red arrow in figure below) to select other people.

 You can select masks for face skin, body skin, eyebrows, eye sclera, iris and pupil, lips, teeth, and
hair. The red overlay will be masked after Create Mask is clicked.

 The masks are generally good but if they are not perfect do the following: Roll over a mask in the
Masks panel to show the person you want to refine. Click the Mask icon then click Add to show the
tools menu. Pick the Brush and size it with the bracket keys ([ ] ), then brush until the refine selection
is complete.

 Lips can be colored with the hue slider. If the change is too much, tick the Fine Adjustment box.
Saturation, Vibrance, Whites and Blacks are good options. Soften them by lowering the Texture slider.

 Face Skin selects the skin on a face without including eyes, brows, lips or teeth. The skin can be
lightened or darkened, warmed up with the Temperature slider or softened by lowering the Texture.
Do not use negative Clarity. It looks so very wrong.

 Eyebrows can be darkened by lowering both the Shadows and the Blacks sliders.

 Eye Sclera is the medical term for the whites of the eye. Never brighten these unless the wanted result
belongs to an alien creation. If there is a color issue, lower the saturation.

 Iris and Pupil is a huge timesaver. Adding some positive value to the Shadow slider will brighten the
irises and make the eyes more of the window to the soul they are meant to be. Remember it doesn’t
take a lot to get a great result.

 Teeth are  like  the  eye  whites.  Lower Saturation  to  remove  discoloration.  Add some highlight  to
lighten them up.  Recommend you use the preset Teeth Whitening.

 Hair: Darker hair often blocks up and loses detail. Increase Shadows to get more detail. Give Clarity a
shot. For lighter hair, take a look at making it more golden with the Temperature control or even use
Color.
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There are a couple of updates to masking in general. You can now adjust the intensity of masked edits on
Lightroom  for  desktop.  Further,  AI  masking  is  now available  on  Android  devices  using  server-side
support. Since a server provides the AI masking, all Android users can take advantage,  no matter the
power of their device.

 Masking Tool Shortcuts:

1. Use the grabber handle to reposition the masking panel in the image area or drag it into the right-hand panel
to dock it with the mask settings.

2. Press the Delete key to delete the selected mask (or the selected mask component) or, click the More icon
(the three dots) and choose Delete “Mask #” or Delete All Masks. 

3. Use the Invert check-box in the mask settings panel to invert a mask component or, tap the ‘ (apostrophe)
key.

4. By default, the adjustment sliders are reset for each new adjustment. To prevent the current settings from
being reset when adding additional masks/components, uncheck the “Reset sliders automatically” option at
the bottom of the mask settings panel.

5. “H” toggles the visibility of mask pins and tool overlays.

6. “O” toggles the visibility of the selected Mask Overlay (displaying the mask overlay can make it easier to
see areas the areas that are included/excluded from the adjustment in order to make refinements to the
mask).

7. Command + Option -drag (Mac) | Control + Alt -drag (Win) the adjustment pin to duplicate the adjustment.

8. When using the Linear Gradient (M), tap the ‘ (apostrophe) key to reverse the direction of the mask.
When using the Radial Gradient (Shift + M):  Shift -drag constrains the Radial Gradient to a circle.
By default, the Radial Filter is scaled from center. Option -drag (Mac) | Alt  -drag (Win) to scale from
the “corner”.  Shift -dragging any of the four handles of an existing Radial Gradient will preserve the
aspect ratio of the ellipse. Command double-click (Mac) | Control double-click (Win) in the image

area to expand the Radial Filter to the visible image area.  Tap the  ‘ (apostrophe) key to invert the
radial gradient.

9. Saving Masks as Presets:  Masks can be included in presets. Masks that include AI/ML masks (Select
Subject, Sky, Background, Objects and People) will be recomputed automatically when applied to images.
If there are masks in the image prior to adding a preset, the masks will be merged (they will be added, they
won’t replace existing masks). Masks that include AI/ML masks (Select Subject, Sky, Background, Objects
and People) cannot be applied during the Import process nor in the Raw Default preferences.

10. Copy and Pasting Masks:  When you copy and paste a mask to another image, if the destination image has
any masks, you will have the option to “Merge” the masks (add the pasted masks to the existing masks) or
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“Replace” the masks (deleting any existing masks). The “Previous” button always replaces the masks in the
destination image. Auto-Sync will always merge masks.

Swap the left and right panels in the Develop Module:

 Click on the Edit menu in the Develop Module.  Select Preferences and the window in the figure below
will open. 

  You can check which option you want (red rectangle) in the figure below.  This feature was added for
left-handed people.  You will need to restart Lightroom for this feature to take effect.

PHOTOSHOP TIPS

1. ONE-CLICK DELETE AND FILL

1. With this release of Photoshop 24.0, you can easily remove objects from your images
with the one-click Delete and Fill Selection feature. 

2. Simply use the Object Selection Tool (see figure to the right) to make your selection and
use the following keyboard shortcut to remove it:

macOS: Shift + Delete
Windows: Shift + Backspace

1. If you're working with the Lasso Tool or any other Photoshop tool, right-click the mouse to
access the contextual menu and select Delete and Fill Selection (not necessary to use the
shortcut  keys  listed  above)  to  delete  unwanted  objects  from  your  image.   I  would
recommend this method to remove unwanted objects.

2. PHOTO RESTORATION NEURAL FILTER (BETA)

2. Navigate to Filter > Neural Filters > All filters.  Download Photo Restoration filter by
clicking on the cloud icon to initiate the download and enable the filter.

3. To apply this filter to a photo, choose Filter > Neural Filters and select the All Filters tab.  Navigate
to Photo Restorat… and turn on the filter (red rectangle in the figure below.

4. Apply Photo Enhancement and Scratch Reduction to improve contrast, enhance details, and remove
scratches. 
Additionally, apply Colorize to add color to a monochrome photo. 

1. Note any filter that shows a cloud icon next to it will need to be downloaded from the cloud before
you can use it the first time. Simply click on the cloud icon to download each filter you plan to use.

3. Adaptive presets:  The "adaptive" part of the new adaptive presets refers to the mask that causes the
adjustment contained within the preset to apply to only a portion of the image. In other words, Lightroom
Classic is creating a mask based on image analysis and applying the preset adjustments to the image based
on the area defined by the mask.
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Announcements

New – Personal Lightroom Coaching with John Williams

Contact  John Williams for some over-the-shoulder coaching in photo editing,  a  great way to
learn.  Using  your  selected  images,  John  will  work  with  you  at  your  level  to  improve  your
understanding of key tools and techniques to make the most of your photos. John is a regular
contributor  of  articles  on  Lightroom  and  Photoshop  to  the  RCC  Photogram.  Reach  John  at
jhwr@earthlink.net or talk to him at our meetings. 

RCC Members: Unique opportunity to make a difference
Frank Peele, Education/Workshops Chair

Museum of Redlands
This newly-established museum needs quality photography of items in its collection, and has asked
RCC for support. This sounds like a win-win situation, both for the museum and for our members
who  want  to  develop  skills  in  “product”  photography.  I  envision  a  workshop  to  teach  the
fundamentals,  and  one  or  more  shooting  sessions  to  get  into  creating  great  images  for  the
museum’s use. If you’re interested in being part of this service to the community, or just want to
find out more about the opportunity,  shoot  me an email:  educationworkshopsrcc@gmail.com
Thanks, Frank
__________________________________________________________________________________
Film cameras and Lenses Needed 
A group of photo-enthusiasts at Riverside Community College needs FILM cameras and lenses to
use in their studies. If you have such equipment you’re willing to donate to a worthy cause, please
contact RCC member Constance St Jean and let her know what you have. Contact her by email at
constancestjean@gmail.com
__________________________________________________________________________________
A 35 mm slide and negative digitizer, a Wolverine F2D, has been generously donated to -the club
by member Dave Knapp. It will produce a 7 mb JPEG digital image from your black and white and
color slides and negatives. If you are interested in borrowing it from the club, email  Wayne Purcell
at waynepurcell72@gmail.com or text him at (909) 664-4365.

        

Photo By Debra Dorothy  (Action)
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Photogram Editor – Debra Dorothy

A Note from The Photogram Editor

The theme for the February Photogram is
“Old Things”

Please send your images to me by January 25th to have them included in the February Photogram for all to
enjoy.

mailto:debbiedsd.dorothy@gmail.com

Redlands Camera Club P.O. Box 7261 Redlands Ca 92375
http://www.redlandscameraclub.org/

Officers (2020-2021)
President: Russell Trozera – Vice President/Program’s: Bruce Herwig– Secretary: Deborah Seibly –

Treasurer: Rick Strobaugh – Past President: Dave Ficke

Chairs (2020-2021)
Competitions: Carl Detrow – Education/Workshops: Frank Peele – Facebook/Blog: Stan Fry – Field

Trips: Donald Purdy – Historian: Carol Abidin – Membership: Stephanie Billings – Mentor: Rick
Strobaugh – Photogram: Debra Dorothy – Publicity: Stan Fry – S4C: Deborah Seibly – Color Munki:

Carl Detrow – Webmaster: Debra Dorothy – Welcome: Stephanie Billings - Publicity: Mike Livingston –
Board Member: Frank Peele
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